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25 (54) Title: BEVERAGE CONTAINER HOLDER 

(57) Abstract: An beverage container holder includes a retaining member configured to retain a beverage container in an upright 
position, and an stabilizing member configured to support the retaining member off of a surface, such that the beverage container 
does not contact debris on the surface and is less likely to tip over. 
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BEVERAGE CONTAINER HOLDER 
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
[0001] This application claims priority to copending U.S. provisional application 
entitled "Pic-Nic Stick Beverage Holder," having ser. no. 60/75 1,954, filed December 
20, 2005 , which is entirely incorporated herein by reference. 

[0002] This application claims priority to copending U.S. provisional application 
entitled "The PicNic Stick II," having ser. no. 60/780,086, filed March 8, 2006, which 
is entirely incorporated herein by reference. 

[0003] This application claims priority to copending U.S. provisional application 
entitled 'The PicNic Stick III," having ser. no. 60/780,085, filed March 8, 2006, 
which is entirely incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0004] The present disclosure generally relates to beverage container holders, and 
more particularly, to beverage container holders that retain and stabilize beverage 
containers in an upright position. 

BACKGROUND 

[0005] A beverage is usually consumed from a beverage container. The beverage 
container may be a glass or a cup into which the beverage is poured, or the beverage 
container may be the packaging in which the beverage is sold. For example, soft 
drinks and alcoholic beverages are often packaged in cans or bottles, which function 
as single-serving, disposable beverage containers. Similarly, children's beverages are 
often consumed directly from the boxes or pouches in which they are packaged. 
[0006] Often, beverage containers are predisposed to tipping due to the dimension 
of the height of the container in comparison to the dimension of its base. For 
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example, the height of a soft drink can is often more than twice the diameter of its 
base, and the height of a beer bottle is often more than three times the diameter its 
base. Tipping can be undesirable, in that it wastes the beverage and creates a mess 
requiring cleaning. 

[0007] Beverages are often consumed outdoors, in which case the beverage 
container may be placed directly on the ground when the beverage is not being 
consumed. For example, at a beach the beverage container may be placed on the 
sand, and at a park the beverage container may be placed on the dirt or in the grass. 
In such cases, not only is the beverage container subject to tipping over, but the 
bottom of the beverage container may become coated in sand or dirt, which may be 
undesirable. From the above, it is apparent that a need exists for a beverage container 
holder that helps stabilize the beverage container, reducing its likelihood of tipping 
over, while also reducing its contact with debris. 

SUMMARY 

[0008] The beverage container holder of the present disclosure is directed to the 
problems mentioned above. In an exemplary embodiment, the present beverage 
container holder includes a retaining member configured to retain a beverage 
container in an upright position, and a stabilizing member designed for insertion into a 
ground surface and for reducing the likelihood that the retaining member may tip 
over. The retaining member and the stabilizing member can be connected together to 
form a unitary holder, or alternatively separate components designed to be releasably 
connected together. 

[0009] In another exemplary embodiment, the beverage container holder includes a 
retaining member configured to retain a beverage container in an upright position, the 
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retaining member forming a cavity having an opening at a top of the holder that is 
configured to receive the beverage container, and a stabilizing member configured for 
insertion into a ground surface, the stabilizing member having a surface penetrating 
member such as one or more pointed distal tips at a bottom of the holder configured to 
penetrate the ground surface. In an alternate embodiment, the retaining member can 
be formed as a hollow right cylinder, the hollow forming the cavity for receiving a 
beverage container. In another embodiment the retaining member is hollow and has 
walls that are tapered such that a width of the holder continuously either decreases or 
increases along a height of the retaining member, allowing for the retaining member 
of one beverage container holder to be nested within the retaining member of another 
beverage container. The walls of the retaining member may or may not be insulated. 
[0010] In yet a further exemplary embodiment, the beverage container holder 
includes a circular plate, a sleeve coupled to an upper side of the circular plate, the 
sleeve having an opening and defining a cavity for receiving a beverage container, 
and one or more stakes coupled to a lower side of the circular plate, the stakes having 
a pointed distal tip at a distal point from the base. 

[0011] Other systems, devices, features, and advantages of the disclosed beverage 
container holder will be or will become apparent to one with skill in the art upon 
examination of the following figures and detailed description. All such additional 
systems, devices, features, and advantages are intended to be included within this 
description, and are intended to be protected by the accompanying claims. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 
[0012] The present disclosure may be better understood with reference to the 
following figures. Matching reference numerals designate corresponding parts 
throughout the figures, and components in the figures are not necessarily to scale. 
[0013] FIG. 1 is a side view of a first embodiment of an beverage container holder. 
[0014] FIG. 2 is a side view of a retaining member of the embodiment of the 
beverage container holder shown in FIG. 1. 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a side view of an stabilizing member of the embodiment of the 
beverage container holder shown in FIG. 1 . 

[0016] FIG. 4 is a side view of the embodiment of the beverage container holder 
shown in FIG. 1 ? illustrating the holder in a second position. 

[0017] FIG. 5 is a side view of a second embodiment of a beverage container 
holder. 

[0018] FIG. 6 is a side view of the embodiment of the beverage container holder 
shown in FIG. 5, illustrating the holder in a second position. 

[0019] FIG. 7 is a side view of a third embodiment of a beverage container holder. 
[0020] FIG. 8 is a side view of a retaining member of the embodiment of the 
beverage container holder shown in FIG. 7. 

[0021] FIG. 9 is a side view of a stabilizing member of the embodiment of the 
beverage container holder shown in FIG. 7. 

[0022] FIG. 10 is a side view of the embodiment of the beverage container holder 
shown in FIG. 7 in a second position, along with a plurality of other beverage 
container holders. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
[0023] Exemplary embodiments of the present beverage container holder are 
described below. The beverage container holder is configured to retain a beverage 
container in an upright position while holding the beverage container off of a ground 
surface, such that the beverage container is less likely to tip over and does not contact 
debris. The beverage container holder is optionally configured such that one holder 
can be nested within another holder so that the holders can be safely stored or 
transported while occupying less space. 

[0024] FIG. 1 is a side view of a first exemplary embodiment of the beverage 
container holder 100. The beverage container holder 100 includes a retaining member 
102 and a stabilizing member 104. A beverage container (not shown) that is placed 
within the beverage container holder 100 is retained by the retaining member 102, 
such that the beverage container does not tip or contact debris. 

[0025] FIG. 2 is a side view of the retaining member 102 of the beverage container 
holder 100. The retaining member 102 is configured such that a beverage container 
(not shown) that is placed in the retaining member is surrounded and retained in an 
upright position. As shown, the retaining member 102 forms a cavity 106 having an 
opening 108, such that the beverage container can be placed into the cavity through 
the opening. An inner dimension 1 10 of the retaining member 102 may be at least the 
width of the beverage container which the beverage container holder 100 is intended 
to hold. An outer dimension 112 of the retaining member 102 is substantially the 
same as but slightly smaller than an inner dimension 122 of a flange 120 of the 
stabilizing member 104, as described below with reference to FIG. 3. 
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[0026] As shown, the retaining member 102 is a cylindrical sleeve or wall 114 
having, for example, a height of about 3.5 inches and a thickness of about 0.1 inches. 
The inner dimension 1 10 of the sleeve 114 can be a diameter of about 3.25 inches and 
the outer dimension 112 of the sleeve is a diameter of about 3.45 inches. In 
embodiments not shown, the retaining member 102 may have other dimensions or 
may be other shapes, depending on the size and the shape of the beverage container 
with which the beverage container holder 100 is used. For example, the retaining 
member 102 may not be a sleeve 114. The sleeve also may not be cylindrical. For 
example, in embodiments in which the beverage container holder 100 is designed to 
be used with a juice box, the retaining member 102 may be square. Also, the sleeve 
may have any other dimensions. For example, the height of the retaining member 102 
may be less than the height of the beverage container, such as a soda can, so that the 
user can easily retrieve the beverage container. Alternatively, the height of the 
retaining member 102 may be greater than the height of the beverage container such 
that the beverage container is substantially enclosed within the retaining member. 
Additionally, the retaining member may or may not have a bottom wall closing the 
bottom of the retaining member. Regardless of the size or shape of the retaining 
member 102, however, the retaining member has the opening 108, through which the 
beverage container can be placed into the cavity 106. 

[0027] FIG. 3 is a side view of the stabilizing member 104 of the beverage container 
holder shown in FIG. 1. The stabilizing member 104 is configured to support the 
retaining member 102 along with any beverage container (not shown) that may be 
retained by it to reduce the possibility that the beverage container and/or the retaining 
member may be tipped over. Additionally, the stabilizing member can serve to 
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support the retaining member apart from a ground surface into which the stabilizing 
member may be inserted. As shown, the stabilizing member 104 includes a base 116 
and a surface penetrating member, such as a stake 118. The base 116 has a flange 120 
that is coupled to an upper side 178 of the base and is shaped to mate with the 
retaining member 102, the inner dimension 122 of the flange 120 being substantially 
the same as but slightly larger than the outer dimension 1 12 of retaining member 102. 
[0028] As shown, the base 116 is a circular plate 124, and the flange 120 is a 
cylindrical ring 126 around a periphery of the base 116. The inner dimension of the 
flange is a diameter of, for example, about 3.75 inches. In other embodiments, the 
base 116 and the flange 120 may have other dimensions and shapes, especially in 
cases in which the retaining member 102 is not a cylindrical sleeve 114. 
[0029] The stake 118 is configured to penetrate the surface, for example sand on a 
beach, or grass turf or dirt, on which the beverage container would otherwise be 
placed, but for use of the present beverage container holder. Therefore, the stake 118 
is coupled to a lower side 180 of the base 116 and includes a pointed tip 128 opposite 
the base. In the illustrated embodiment, the stake 118 has a cross-shaped cross- 
section having a series of four narrow projections 130 providing reinforcement for the 
stake. Each of the projections 130 extends from about the periphery of the base 116 
to about a midpoint of the base, where the projection intersects and forms a right 
angle with the other projections. Each of the projections 130 also extends away from 
the base 116, tapering from the periphery of the base to form the pointed distal tip 128 
with the other projections at the distal point from the base. Although the stake 1 18 is 
described above as including a series of four narrow projections 130, in other 
embodiments the stake may have other configurations that would be apparent to a 
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person of skill. Furthermore, a plurality of stakes may be provided instead of one 
stake. 

[0030] As shown in FIGS. 2-3, the retaining member 102 is separate from the 
stabilizing member 104, so that the beverage container holder 100 can be moved 
between a first position (shown in FIG. 1) and a second position (shown in FIG. 4). 
The first position may be a functional position, in which the beverage container holder 
100 can function to retain a beverage container upright such that the beverage 
container does not tip while holding the beverage container off of a surface such that 
the beverage container does not contact debris on the surface, such as a ground 
surface. The first position may also be an assembled position, in which the parts of 
the beverage container holder 100 are assembled together. To achieve this position, 
the retaining member 102 of FIG. 2 is inserted into the stabilizing member 104 of 
FIG. 3. The retaining member 102 is coupled to the upper side 178 of the base 116 
extending away from the base, with the flange 120 holding the retaining member in 
place, such as by friction or by a snap fitting. The stake 1 1 8 is coupled to the lower 
side 180 of the base 116 extending away from the base. As a result, the holder 100 is 
configured so that when the stake 1 1 8 is inserted into a surface such as the ground, the 
opening 108 is upright such that a beverage container can be retained in an upright 
position. In embodiments not shown, the retaining member 102 and the stabilizing 
member 104 may be a single piece. In such embodiments, the beverage container 
holder 100 is preformed into the first position shown in FIG. 1, with the flange 120 
either present or omitted from the design. 

[0031] FIG. 4 is a side view of the beverage container holder 100 in the second 
position. The second position may be an unassembled position, in which the beverage 
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container holder 100 is not assembled. To change the beverage container holder 100 
from the assembled position to the unassembled position, the retaining member 102 is 
separated from the stabilizing member 104. For example, the two pieces may be 
separated by pulling them apart. The pointed distal tip 128 of the stabilizing member 
104 is inserted into the opening 108 of the retaining member 102 until the base 1 16 of 
the stabilizing member rests above the retaining member with the stake 118 hanging 
suspended in the cavity 106. The second position may also be a storage and/or 
transportation position, in which the beverage container holder 100 can be safely 
stored or transported. Such a position may be safer because the stake 118 of the 
stabilizing member 104 may be shielded by the retaining member 102. Such a 
position may also be conducive to storage and/or transportation, because the beverage 
container holder 100 may occupy relatively less space in the storage position than 
when in the functional position. The stabilizing member 104 can be designed to fit in 
this second position into the retaining member 102 by a friction fitting or a snap 
fitting, for example. 

[0032] A modified second position is also possible. In this example, the position of 
the stabilizing member 104 in FIG. 4 can be reversed such that the stake 118 instead 
of being inserted into the opening 108 of the retaining member, extends outwardly of 
the opening 108. Where the retaining member 102 has a bottom wall completely 
closing the bottom portion of the retaining wall, reversing the position of the 
stabilizing member 104 in FIG. 4, would provide a complete enclosure for the 
beverage container which may be desirable when transporting a beverage container 
along with the beverage container holder providing, for example, insulation for the 
beverage container during transport. In a similar manner when, for example, 
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spending time outdoors, one may wish to reverse the position of the retaining member 
as shown in FIG. 1 particularly where the retaining member has a completely closed 
bottom. In this manner, a beverage container may be held completely enclosed within 
the cavity 106 of the retaining member thereby preventing flies or sugar bees, or the 
like, from reaching the beverage container and also providing insulation from the heat 
when not drinking the beverage. 

[0033] The retaining member 102 and the stabilizing member 104 can be formed 
from a variety of materials. For example, a non-conductive material can be used, 
such that the beverage container holder 100 does not tend to conduct heat toward or 
away from the beverage container, or an insulating material can be used such that the 
beverage container holder, for example, the retaining member 102, is configured to 
assist in maintaining the temperature of the beverage container. Alternatively, the 
retaining member 102 and, optionally the base 116, can have a double wall 
construction having an inner hollow space between the walls to provide an insulating 
effect for the beverage container. In some embodiments, the beverage container 
holder 100 may be formed from more than one material, with different materials 
being used for different elements of the holder. For example, the flange 120 of the 
base 116 may be formed from a relatively flexible material such as rubber, so that the 
flange can give as the retaining member 102 is inserted into the base 116 and can grip 
the retaining member 102 once it is in place. The base 116 may be formed from a 
relatively inflexible material such as plastic, enabling the base to properly support the 
retaining member 102 and any beverage container that is inserted into it. In cases in 
which the flange 120 and the base 116 are formed from different materials, the two 
pieces may be coupled together in any known manner, such as with adhesive. In 



10 



WO 2007/078446 



PCT/US2006/044854 



some cases, the stake 118 may be formed from a material that is relatively strong 
and/or a material that is not brittle, such as a metal. Using such a material for the 
stake 118 may facilitate inserting the stake into a surface such as the ground. 
[0034] The operation of the beverage container holder 100 will now be described, 
with reference to FIGS. 1-4. The beverage container holder 100 may be stored and 
transported in the second position shown in FIG. 4. Storing the beverage container 
holder 100 in the second position may be desirable because the holder occupies 
relatively less space in the second position than in the first position. Transporting the 
beverage container holder 100 in the second position may be desirable because the 
stake 118 of the holder is suspended within the cavity 106 of the retaining member 
102, shielding the pointed distal tip 128. Once the beverage container holder 100 has 
been transported, the holder may be reconfigured from the second or unassembled 
position shown in FIG. 4 into the first or assembled position shown in FIG. 1 . The 
retaining member 102 is inserted into the base 1 16 of the stabilizing member 104, for 
example, creating friction between the flange 120 and the retaining member 102 to 
hold the pieces together. The stake 118 is inserted into the surface, with the pointed 
distal tip 128 penetrating the surface and facilitating the passage of the stake into the 
surface so that the retaining member 102 is supported upright. A beverage container 
(not shown) that is inserted through the opening 108 into the cavity 106 is retained in 
the upright position without being exposed to debris on the surface and in a more 
stable position, less likely to tip over or be tipped over. 

[0035] FIG. 5 is a side view of a second exemplary embodiment of a beverage 
container holder 500 of the present disclosure, which includes a retaining member 502 
and a stabilizing member 504. Like the beverage container holder 100, the beverage 
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container holder 500 can be moved between a first position (shown in FIG. 5) and a 
second position (shown in FIG. 6). The first position is a functional position, in 
which the beverage container holder 500 can function to retain a beverage container 
upright such that the beverage container does not tip while holding the beverage 
container apart from a surface such that the beverage container does not contact debris 
on the surface. Unlike the beverage container holder 100, the retaining member 502 
and the stabilizing member 504 are not separate pieces. Instead, the beverage 
container holder 500 is pre-formed into a unitary piece, and cannot be moved between 
assembled and unassembled positions. 

[0036] FIG. 6 is a side view of the beverage container holder 500 in a second 
position, in which the holder 500 mates with other similarly shaped holders, such as 
holders 500b and 500c. So that the beverage container holder 500 can be placed in 
the second position, both the retaining member 502 and the stabilizing member 504 
are hollow and are tapered. A width 658 of the holder 500 continuously decreases 
along a height 660 of the holder, from an opening 508 at a top 662 of the holder 500 
to a pointed distal tip 528 at a bottom 664 of the holder, with a step or shoulder in 
between. The second position may be a storage and/or transportation, position, in 
which a plurality of beverage container holders 500 can be safely stored and/or 
transported. The pointed distal tip 528 of only one holder 500 is exposed, regardless 
of the number of holders being stored or transported, and as a group the plurality of 
holders 500 occupy relatively less space in the storage position than in the functional 
position. To assume the second position, the stake of the beverage container holder 
500b is inserted into the opening 508 in the retaining member 502 of the holder 500, 
and the holder 500b is advanced through the holder 500 until it comes to rest inside 
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the holder 500. A plurality of beverage container holders 500 can be inserted into 
each other in this manner. For example, the beverage container holder 500c can be 
inserted into and nested within the holder 500b. 

[0037] With reference back to FIG. 5 5 the retaining member 502 forms a cavity 506 
having the opening 508, such that a beverage container (not shown) can be placed into 
the cavity though the opening. A width 532 of the retaining member 502 may be at 
least the width of the beverage container with which the beverage container holder 
500 is intended to be used. The width 532 is not uniform along the height of the 
retaining member 502, which instead has a taper 534 such that the width 532 
continuously decreases from a maximum value at the opening 508 to a minimum 
value at an end 536 that is opposite from the opening 508. 

[0038] As shown, the retaining member 502 is a tapered cylindrical sleeve 538. As 
an example, the width 532 can be a maximum diameter 540 of about 3.7 inches at the 
opening 508 and can be a minimum diameter 542 of about 3.25 inches at the end 536. 
The height of the retaining member 502 can be about 3.5 inches, and the taper 534 can 
be substantially linear such that the width 532 uniformly decreases. 
[0039] The stabilizing member 504 includes a base 516 and a surface penetrating 
member such as stake 518. The base 516 is coupled to, and is sized and shaped to 
close, the end 536 of the retaining member 502. An opening 544 is formed in the 
base 516, and the stake 518 is coupled to the base adjacent the opening 544 and 
extending away from the base 516. Like the retaining member 502, the stake 518 has 
a hollow interior 550 and a taper 546 such that a width 548 of the stake continuously 
decreases from a maximum at the opening 544 to a minimum at the pointed distal tip 
528. 
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[0040] In the illustrated embodiment, the base 516 is a circular plate 524 and the 
opening 544 is formed in the center of the circular plate. The stake 518 is a cone 552 
having, for example, a height of about 3.5 inches, although other heights are possible. 
The taper 546 is substantially linear such that the width 548 uniformly decreases from 
a maximum diameter 554 at the opening 544 to a minimum diameter 556 at the 
pointed distal tip 528. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, the maximum 
diameter 554 is about 1.25 inches and the minimum diameter 556 is about .01 inches. 
[0041] Although the beverage container holder 500 is described above as being a 
certain shape and having certain dimensions, the holder may have other 
configurations that would be apparent to a person of skill. In other embodiments, the 
size and shape of the retaining member 502 may vary depending on the size and the 
shape of the beverage container with which the beverage container holder 500 is used. 
For example, the retaining member 502 need not be a tapered cylindrical sleeve 538, 
the base 516 need not be a circular plate 524, and the stake 518 need not be a cone 
552, or any of these parts may have dimensions other than the dimensions disclosed 
above. Additionally more than one stake 518 can be provided or other types of 
surface penetrating members can be provided. Regardless of the size or shape of the 
beverage container holder 500, however, the retaining member 502 has the opening 
508 leading to the cavity 506, and the retaining member has the taper 534 such that 
the width 532 of the retaining member continuously decreases from the opening 508 
to the end 536. The stake 518 also has the opening 544 leading to the hollow interior 
550, and the stake has the taper 546 such that the width 548 of the stake continuously 
decreases from the opening 544 to the pointed distal tip 528. Because the beverage 
container holder 500 is hollow and has a width that continuously decreases along its 
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height, the holder is configured to retain a beverage while in a first or function 
position (shown in FIG. 5) or to mate with other similarly shaped holders 500 in a 
second or storage position (shown in FIG. 6). 

[0042] FIG. 7 is a side view of another exemplary embodiment of a beverage 
container holder 700 of the present disclosure. The beverage container holder 700 
includes a retaining member 702 and a stabilizing member 704. Like the beverage 
container holder 100, the retaining member 702 and the stabilizing member 704 are 
separate pieces (shown in FIGS. 8-9) so that the beverage container holder 700 can be 
moved between a first or assembled position (shown in FIG. 7) and a second or 
unassembled (shown in FIG. 10). Like both the beverage container holders 100 and 
500, the first position is a functional position, and the second position is a storage 
and/or transportation position, as described in greater detail below. 
[0043] FIG. 8 is a side view of the retaining member 702 of the beverage container 
holder 700. The retaining member 702 forms a cavity 706 having an opening 708. 
An inner dimension 710 of the retaining member 702 is at least the width of the 
beverage container with which the beverage container holder 700 is intended to be 
used. An outer dimension 712 of the retaining member 702 is substantially the same 
as but slightly less than an inner dimension 722 of a flange 720 of the stabilizing 
member 704, as described below with reference to FIG. 9. The inner dimension 710 
and the outer dimension 712 are not uniform along the height of the retaining member 
702, which instead has a taper 734 such that each of the dimensions 710, 712 
continuously increase from a minimum value at the opening 708 to a maximum value 
at an end 736 of the retaining member that is opposite from the opening. 
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[0044] As shown, the retaining member 702 is a tapered cylindrical sleeve 738. For 
example, the inner dimension 710 is a minimum inner diameter 766 of about 3.25 
inches at the opening 708 and is a maximum inner diameter 768 of about 3.625 inches 
at the end 736. The outer dimension 712 is a minimum outer diameter 770 of about 
3.375 inches at the opening 708 and is a maximum outer diameter 772 of about 3.75 
inches at the end 736. The height of the retaining member 702 is about 3.5 inches, 
and the taper 734 is substantially linear such that the inner dimension 710 and the 
outer dimension 712 uniformly increase. 

[0045] FIG. 9 is a side view of the stabilizing member 704 of the beverage container 
holder 700. The stabilizing member 704 includes a base 716 and a surface 
penetrating member such as stake 718. The base 716 has the flange 720 that is 
coupled to an upper side 778 of the base and is shaped to mate with the retaining 
member 702. The inner dimension 722 of the flange 720 is substantially the same as 
but slightly greater than the outer dimension 712 of retaining member 702 at the end 
736. An opening 744 is formed in the base 716, and the stake 718 is coupled to a 
lower side 780 of the base adjacent the opening 744 and extending away from the 
base. The stake 718 has a hollow interior 750 and a taper 746 such that a width 748 
of the stake continuously decreases from a maximum value at the opening 744 to a 
minimum value at the pointed distal tip 728. As illustrated the stake 718 has an edge 
774 near the pointed distal tip 728, at which point the taper 746 abruptly accelerates 
inward, but in other embodiments the edge 774 may be omitted and the taper may be 
substantially linear from the opening 744 to the pointed distal tip. 
[0046] As shown, the base 716 is a circular plate 724, and the flange 720 is a 
cylindrical ring 726 around a periphery of the base. For example, the inner dimension 
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722 of the flange 720 is about 3.75 inches, and the stake 718 is substantially a cone 
752 having a height of about 3.0 inches. The taper 746 is substantially linear from the 
opening 744 to the edge 774 such that the width 748 uniformly decreases from a 
maximum diameter 754 at the opening to the diameter at the edge, where the taper 
accelerates inward. From the edge 774 to the pointed distal tip 728, the taper 746 is 
substantially linear such that the width 748 uniformly decreases from the diameter at 
the edge to a minimum diameter 756 at the pointed distal tip 728. For example, the 
maximum diameter 754 may be about 1.25 inches and the minimum diameter 756 
may be about .01 inches. 

[0047] Although the beverage container holder 700 is described above with 
reference to FIGS. 8-9 as being a certain shape and having certain dimensions, the 
holder may have other configurations that would be apparent to a person of skill. 
Regardless of the size or shape of the beverage container holder 700, however, the 
retaining member 702 has the opening 708 leading to the cavity 706, and the retaining 
member has the taper 734 such that the inner dimension 710 and the outer dimension 
712 continuously increase from the opening 708 to the end 736. The stabilizing 
member 704 is separate from the retaining member 702, and the stake 718 has the 
opening 744, the hollow interior 750, and the taper 746 such that the width 748 of the 
stake continuously decreases from the opening 744 to the pointed distal tip 728. As a 
result, the retaining member 702 is configured to mate with other retaining members 
702, and the stabilizing member 704 is configured to mate with other stabilizing 
members 704. 

[0048] FIG. 10 is a side view of the beverage container holder 700 in the second 
position. As mentioned above, the second position is an unassembled position in 
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which the retaining member 702 is separate from the stabilizing member 704. The 
second position is also a storage and/or transportation position, in which one or more 
beverage container holders 700 can be safely stored and/or transported. To assume 
the second position, the retaining member 702 is inverted and the pointed distal tip of 
the stabilizing member 704 is inserted into the end of the retaining member 702 until 
the base of the stabilizing member rests above the retaining member with the stake 
hanging suspended in the cavity. One or more additional retaining members (such as 
retaining members 702b, 702c) can mate with the retaining member 702 by stacking 
the retaining members on top of each other, and one or more additional stabilizing 
members (such as stabilizing members 704b, 704c) can mate with stabilizing member 
704 by inserting the stabilizing members into each other. Such a position may be 
safer because the pointed distal tip of each stabilizing member 704, 704b ? 704c is 
shielded either within the cavity of the retaining member 702 or within the stake of 
another stabilizing member. Such a position may also be conducive to storage and/or 
transportation, because the beverage container holders 700 occupy relatively less 
space in the storage position than when in the functional position, regardless of 
whether one holder 700 or a plurality of holders (such as holder 700, 700b, and 700c) 
are stored and/or transported. 

[0049] Once the beverage container holder 700 has been transported, the holder may 
be reconfigured from the second or storage position shown in FIG. 10 to the first or 
functional position shown in FIG. 7. To achieve this position, the retaining member 
702 of FIG. 8 is inserted into the stabilizing member 704 of FIG. 9, with the end 736 
of the retaining member 702 being inserted adjacent the flange 720 of the base 716. 
The retaining member 702 is coupled to the upper side 778 of the base 716 extending 
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away from the base, and is held in place due to, for example, friction or a snap fitting, 
between the flange 720 and the end 736 of the retaining member. The stake 718 is 
coupled to the lower side 780 of the base 716 extending away from the base. In such 
a functional position, the beverage container holder 700 can function to retain a 
beverage container upright while holding the beverage container apart from a surface, 
because the opening 708 and cavity 706 are upright and elevated when the stake 718 
is inserted into a ground surface. 

[0050] One skilled in the art would recognize that the beverage container holder 700 
may have other configurations then illustrated in FIGS. 7-9. For example, the 
retaining member 702 may be reversed such that the taper of its side walls continually 
decreases from a maximum value at the opening 708 to a minimum value at an end 
736, similar to the configuration of the retaining member 506 of FIG. 5. Similarly the 
retaining member 702 may have the shape of a hollow right cylinder like the retaining 
member 102 illustrated in FIG. 1. Likewise, the stabilizing member 704 can be 
provided with more than one stake 718. 

[0051] To clearly illustrate the features of the beverage container holder, the holders 
100, 500, and 700 are described separately above. However, a variety of 
embodiments would be apparent to a person of skill having features combined from 
more that one of the holders 100, 500, and 700. For example, the holder 700 could 
employ the stake described with reference to the holder 100, or the holder 500 could 
be formed from separate pieces like the holders 100 and 700 so that the holder 500 is 
movable between assembled and unassembled positions. The holder can also be 
provided with a cap or cover to fit over and close the opening or cavity in the 
retaining member 102, 502, 702, for example for enclosing a beverage container 
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within its cavity. These are mere examples of combinations that would be apparent to 
a person of skill and are intended to be included within the scope of the present 
disclosure. 

[0052] Additionally, the beverage container holder of the present disclosure can be 
made of any of a number of materials. Suitable materials include, for example, a hard 
moldable plastic such as polypropylene and polyvinyl chloride, metal materials such 
as stainless steel, and even wood. The beverage container holder can be made so that 
it does or does not provide insulation for a beverage container. If insulation is 
desired, for example, the walls of the retaining member 102, 502, 702 can have a 
double wall configuration including an air space in between the walls, as well as the 
base portion of the stabilizing member 104, 504, and 704. Alternatively, the retaining 
member 102, 502, 702 can be made of a material, such as, but not limited to, the foam 
material used in can huggers and bottle huggers, to provide insulation for the beverage 
container. 

[0053] In addition to providing a holder for a beverage container, the beverage 
container holder of the present disclosure can also be used and sold as a novelty or 
corporate give away item. The holder can be provided with the name of an individual 
or a company name or a logo for this purpose. 

[0054] While particular embodiments of an beverage container holder have been 
disclosed in detail in the foregoing description and figures for purposes of example, 
those skilled in the art will understand that variations and modifications may be made 
without departing from the scope of the disclosure. All such variations and 
modifications are intended to be included within the scope of the present disclosure, 
as protected by the following claims. 
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CLAIMS 

At least the following is claimed: 

1 . A beverage container holder comprising: 

a retaining member configured to retain a beverage container in an upright 
position; and 

a stabilizing member configured to insert into a ground surface and to support 
the retaining member apart from the ground surface, such that the beverage container 
holder is less likely to tip. 

2. The beverage container holder of claim 1, wherein the retaining member is a 
sleeve forming a cavity having an opening, such that a beverage container can be 
placed into the cavity through the opening. 

3. The beverage container holder of claim 1, wherein the stabilizing member 
includes: 

a base configured to support the beverage container, the base having an upper 
side that is coupled to an end of the retaining member opposite from an opening of the 
retaining member; and 

a stake configured to penetrate the surface, the stake being coupled to a lower 
side of the base and having a pointed distal tip opposite the base. 

4. The beverage container holder of claim 3, wherein the base has a flange 
coupled to the upper side of the base- and surrounding a periphery of the base. 
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5. The beverage container holder of claim 4, wherein: 
the retaining member is a cylindrical sleeve; 

an inner dimension of the sleeve is at least the width of the beverage container; 

and 

an outer dimension of the sleeve is substantially the same as but is slightly 
smaller than an inner dimension of the flange, such that the end of the retaining 
member contacts the flange and is held in place by friction. 

6. The beverage container holder of claim 5, wherein: 

the retaining member is separate from the stabilizing member; and 
the beverage container holder is movable between a first position in which the 
holder can support and retain a beverage container upright, and a second position in 
which the holder can be stored or transported, the holder occupying relatively less 
space in the second position than the first position and the pointed distal tip being 
shielded by the retaining member in the second position. 

7. The beverage container holder of claim 5, wherein: 

the retaining member is separate from the stabilizing member and has a cavity 
formed therein; and 

the beverage container holder is movable between a first position in which the 
retaining member is coupled to the upper side of the base, and a second position in 
which the retaining member is not coupled to the base, such that the stabilizing 
member can be inserted into the retaining member and rest on the retaining member 
with the stake hanging suspended within the cavity. 
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8. The beverage container holder of claim 4, wherein: 
the retaining member is a tapered cylindrical sleeve; 

an inner dimension of the sleeve is at least the width of the beverage container; 

and 

an outer dimension of the sleeve substantially uniformly increases from a 
minimum value at one end of the sleeve to a maximum value at an opposite end of the 
sleeve, one of the ends of the sleeve having an outer dimension being substantially the 
same as but slightly smaller than an inner dimension of the flange coupled to the 
upper side of the base. 

9. The beverage container holder of claim 8, wherein: 

the retaining member is separate from the stabilizing member; and 
the beverage container holder is movable between a first position in which the 
holder can support and retain a beverage container upright, and a second position in 
which the holder can be stored or transported, the holder occupying relatively less 
space in the second position than the first position and the pointed distal tip being 
shielded in the second position. 

10. The beverage container holder of claim 8, wherein: 

the retaining member is separate from the stabilizing member and has a cavity 
formed therein; and 

the beverage container holder is movable between a first position in which the 
retaining member is coupled to the upper side of the base, and a second position in 



23 



WO 2007/078446 



PCT/US2006/044854 



which the retaining member is not coupled to the base, such that the retaining member 
can be stacked on top of another retaining member, the stabilizing member can be 
inserted into the retaining member with the stake hanging suspended within the 
cavity, and another stabilizing member can be inserted into the stabilizing member. 

11. A beverage container holder comprising: 

a retaining member configured to retain a beverage container in an upright 
position, the retaining member forming a cavity having an opening at a top of the 
holder that is configured to receive the beverage container; and 

a stabilizing member configured to support the retaining member apart from a 
surface, the stabilizing member having a pointed distal tip at a bottom of the holder 
configured to penetrate the surface, 

the beverage container holder being hollow and tapered such that a width of 
the holder continuously decreases along a height of the holder from the opening in the 
retaining member to the pointed distal tip of the stabilizing member. 

12. The beverage container holder of claim 11, wherein the retaining member is a 
tapered cylindrical sleeve having a diameter that substantially uniformly decreases 
from a maximum value at the opening to a minimum value at an end coupled to the 
stabilizing member. 

13. The beverage container holder of claim 11, wherein the stabilizing member 
includes a circular plate and a hollow, tapered cone coupled to the plate adjacent an 
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opening in the plate, the cone having a width that substantially uniformly decreases 
from the opening in the plate to the pointed distal tip. 

14. A beverage container holder comprising: 
a base; 

a retaining member coupled to an upper side of the base, the retaining member 
defining a cavity for receiving a beverage container; 

a stake coupled to a lower side of the base, the stake having a distal tip at a 
distal point from the base. 

15. The beverage container holder of claim 14, wherein the base has a flange 
surrounding a periphery of the base on the upper side of the base. 

16. The beverage container holder of claim 15, wherein the retaining member can 
be removed from the base and the stake can be inserted into the retaining member to 
shield the distal tip and reduce the size of the beverage container holder. 

17. The beverage container holder of claim 15, wherein the base has an opening 
formed substantially in a center of the base, and the stake is coupled to the lower side 
of the base adjacent the opening. 

18. The beverage container holder of claim 17, wherein the stake is hollow and 
tapers inward from the opening to the distal tip, such that the stake can mate with the 
stake of another beverage container holder. 
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19. The beverage container holder of claim 18, wherein the retaining member is 
tapered and can be removed from the base and nested at least partially with other 
retaining members. 

20. The beverage container holder of claim 14, wherein the holder is hollow and 
tapered such that a width of the holder continuously decreases along a height of the 
holder from an opening into the cavity of the retaining member to the pointed distal 
tip of the stake. 
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